N. Korea Nuclear Pact is Verifiable

Livermore lab, Stanford report urges openness 
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Compliance with a 1994 agreement intended to limit nuclear weapons development in North Korea can be verified, a report by Stanford University and Lawrence Livermore Laboratory experts has concluded. 

But North Korean officials must "make . . . operations in the nuclear area -- past and present, actual and suspected -- fully open," the report states. 

And inspectors from an international nuclear organization, the International Atomic Energy Agency, likely will need additional resources to verify whether North Korea has met the terms of that 1994 agreement, called the Agreed Framework. 

The United States and its allies agreed, under this framework, to build two nuclear-power reactors in North Korea and to provide fuel-oil shipments until the reactors are built. 

North Korea, in exchange, agreed to declare how much material it has produced for nuclear weapons, to stop production of the material at specific facilities, and to remain a part of the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

Former Secretary of Defense William J. Perry had requested the study, which was conducted by the Center for Global Security Research at Livermore Lab and the Center for International Security and Cooperation at Stanford. 

Michael May, a former Livermore Lab director, led the Stanford effort and Ronald F. Lehman II, director of the lab's global security center, headed the lab effort. 

Robert Schock, a senior fellow with the global security center who worked on the report, said a workshop was held in September 2000 and another from Jan. 31 to Feb. 1 this year to gather information from experts about the agreement with North Korea. 

Schock said the report noted some important issues in the plan to build nuclear reactors in North Korea. 

"Arrangements need to be made to take care of the spent fuel from nuclear reactors, and also spent fuel from the North Korean weapons program," he said. 

It isn't clearly defined, he said, what will become of the spent radioactive fuel from the reactors once it is removed from the reactors. And spent nuclear fuel, which contains highly radioactive elements, represents a proliferation risk. 

"What we pointed out is that it's very important for those agreements on the disposition of those materials to be worked out very early." 

The "bottom line" of the report is that the agreement with North Korea is verifiable, "assuming that North Korea comes clean" about the details of its weapons program, he added. 

Fuel shipments already have begun to North Korea, and the site for the reactors has been prepared. But there have been delays in the construction of the reactors. 

The report refers to a "non-cooperation" by North Korean officials with international nuclear inspections at some sites in North Korea. Denials or delays in inspections could lead the United States and other supporting countries to stop delivery of key nuclear components for the reactors, the report states. 

A copy of the report is available on the Web at: http://cisac.stanford.edu/news/pressrelease.html 
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